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Varuns Programme                                                               11. & 12. September  2008

DAY 1&2: DEVELOPMENT FROM WITHIN: FACILITATING PARTICIPATORY DECISION MAKING PROCESSES  www.hiak.no/index.php?ID=6&lang=nor&displayitem=141&module=communicator 
	Fra: 11-09-2008 09:45
 Til: 11-09-2008 13:30


Plassering: 
Akershus University College (HiAK), room F211

	Akershus University College has the pleasure to host a closed seminar on the 11. September 2008 at 10-13. - Participation is free with lunch included.

	Welcome to Varun Vidyarthi´s twin seminars

It is a great event for us that Varun Vidyarthi from India is visiting Norway in the first half of September and kindly accepted to give two seminars at Akershus University College (HiAK). He then will go to the UK and USA to give similar presentations and advices on facilitating development from within there.


Varun has been a research fellow at the Institute of Development Studies, Sussex, UK .  A key person in that institution has been Robert Chambers - a keen and known promoter  of  Participatory Learning and Action (PLA).

In 1985, Varun  founded a centre of excellence in self help and values-led development named Manavodaya (in English : human awakening,  see: http://www.manavodaya.org.in/. As a chief executive he since then has helped numerous people many steps up the endless ladder towards better facilitation skills and competence. Many natives, Indian professionals and people from several other countries learnt from within his practical projects. 

Together with professor Patricia A. Wilson from Texas Varun Vidyarthi has produced the new book : Development from within: Facilitating Group Consciousness for sustainable Change (available after the seminars).

For organising our seminars Varun has been assisted by head of our international section Kristin Bugge (kristin.bugge@hiak.no ), Johan Houge-Thiis, head of our master programme in vocational studies and Truls W. Gedde-Dahl, leader of a small NGO - the Foundation for Local health trials. The two latter participate in the Network for participatory  action methods (NDA) in Norway.

We wish extramural and own participants welcome to the seminars and look forward to hear about any conclusion important for our college.

Kristin Bugge 

 Johan Houge-Thiis
DAY 1 
continued www.hiak.no/index.php?ID=6&lang=nor&displayitem=141&module=communic 

DEVELOPMENT FROM WITHIN:
FACILITATING PARTICIPATORY DECISION MAKING PROCESSES
	We have invited a total of 24 persons from the following groups:

1. "users" like municipality and other leaders who demand people centred and action oriented approach to development 

2. college staff looking for which level of facilitation competence they need to be able to meet internal and external demands 

3. Norwegian facilitators looking forward to learn more about how to advance in their own competence ladders as well as to interact better  with the  two other groups. 

Programme (hours adjusted better to text)

· 09.45 - 10.15   Coffee/tea and cakes served in room F211

                                             Process will use both F211 and nabour room F224 

· 10.15 -- 10.20  Welcome by Johan Houge-Thiis 

· 10.20 -- 10.30   Introduction by Anne Bregnballe and Bjarne Øvrelid 

· 10.30 -- 12.20  Varun Vidyarthi facilitates our collective process

                                       10.30-11.00  Presentation by Varun Vidyarthi                               

                                       11.00-11.30  Reflections in groups (Groups may be divided 

                                                                     into users, college staff, facilitators)     

                                       11.30 -- 12.20 Alternatives & Challenges : Discussion in plenum   

                       Minute individual reflections are interspersed 

· 12.20 - 12.30  Find 2 participants to write a seminar report useful for the participants. Find 3 to edit our conclusions and bring them to whom they may concern. 

· 12.30 - 13.30  Lunch in "Hannas spiseri". It includes listening to prepared comments to Varuns book. The latter and Anne+Bjarne's report will be for sale. 

The seminar focus will be on policy: why, when and how to introduce and further promote participatory decision making in participant's environments From a general discussion, the groups may like to narrow down to specific themes e.g. with reference to university colleges. We will spend little time on important aspects we agree about thus hopefully being able to work towards new approaches and alternatives. (It may be dangerous to arrive at conclusions so quickly. This event would hopefully trigger more discussions).                                      See also: Information on day 2. 

	

	


Day2:             Development from within: 

Facilitating participatory decision making processes

www.hiak.no/index.php?ID=355&lang=nor&displayitem=142&module=communicator  
Fra: 12-09-2008 12:00        Til: 12-09-2008 13:30

Plassering:    Akershus University College, auditorium E111

Program seminar / guest lecture: Varun Vidyarthi

Varun Vidyarthi is founder and chief executive at a centre of excellence in self help and values-led development named Manavodaya (= human awakening).

Students and staff from Lillehammer University College  and people from a NGO (Utviklingsfondet/Development Fund) who have had courses or projects there are often in contact with him.

Varun Vidyarthi  is very concerned about how to meet the widespread  need of  practical approaches for true empowerment and relationships for purposeful life and work.

Akershus University College now has the pleasure to host lecture by Varun dealing with these challenges in auditorium E111 on the 12. September 2008 at 1200-1330.
During his lecture Varun will ask for questions from the audience . The lecture is free and open for any interested student, staff or external person

 Right after the lecture possibly available:
· Varuns new book : Development from within: Facilitating Group Consciousness for sustainable Change 

· Anne & Bjarne´s report EN HåNDFULL RIS - Entusiastiske argumenter for deltagerstyrt utvikling nedenfra i India og i yrkesutøvelse og utdanning innen helse- og sosialfag i Norge 

· A literature and links list on participatory action methods including 

http://www.manavodaya.org.in/ (side 4)
From1415 onwards in auditorium E111 it might be possible to ask Varun for advice regarding how to include empowerment aspects in ones master theses, in other specified projects or systems. These informal short dialogues will be in presence of other interested listeners.

Look up for posters by the entrance of Aud. E111 and Room F224 possibly announcing  if the advicing option is still open or if it will be an open or closed miniseminar in the afternoon.

See also: Information on day 1. (side 1-2)
